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Poems for Peace 

Visions of a hope through the hearts and 
minds of our youth 

Poems for Peace is an international poetry ex-
change that gives youth a means to transcend 
prejudices, embrace differences and recognize the 
common thread that unites us all.  Cross-cultural 
connections are established though the sharing of 
ideas, hopes, fears and dreams, weaving a strong 
and colorful tapestry of peace.   As Poems for 
Peace founder, Lauri Bunting explains, “the goal is 
to raise awareness and allow curiosity and empa-
thy to replace prejudice, apathy and fear.”  Each 
poem is posted on the Poems for Peace website, 
giving each message an infinite capacity to be 
heard.  

Loosely defined, Poems for Peace describes a 
poem as any written expression, letter, prayer, 
story or artwork that conveys a heart-felt mes-
sage, a personal truth.  “It’s through these ex-
pressions of the heart that one can see beyond 
the constructs of the mind,” asserts Bunting.  

Poems for Peace invites individuals to contemplate 
the meaning of peace as it pertains to their own 
lives, their families, their communities, the earth 
and the world.  They are asked to consider, the 
meaning of peace, where it abides, how it is cre-
ated, how it is destroyed, and as peacemakers, 
how they can contribute to world peace.   

According to Bunting, “There is an endemic thirst 
for peace right now and the opportunity to write 
peace poems is the cool water so desperately 
sought.”  She adds, “I’ve been deeply touched by 
how graciously this project has been received.”  

Contributors in-
clude India’s 
“untouchables,” 
Tanzania’s AI
orphans, Israel’s 
war-battered 
youth, as well as 
young peace-
makers from Ne-
pal, Jamaica, The 
United States, 

and Tibet Autonomous Region of China.  In a 
poignant message from Israel, Muslims and Jews 
collaborated in art to s
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Poems for Peace continues to lo
tend its reach into the world.  

Locally, in Ketchum, Idaho where Poems for P
is based, the focus has been on schools and 
camps.  Looking forward, Poems for Peace hopes 
to expand into interfaith and refugee communities
and also work with special needs youth.  Interna-
tionally, Poems for Peace will continue to co
rate with schools and youth organizations. 

According to Bunting, The hidden gift of Poems for 
Peace has been the extraordinary people that sh
has met.  “I am so grateful for each encounter, 
which has altered the prism through which I see 
the world.  Whereas I once saw a world of pro
lems, I now see a world of problem solvers.” 

To submit a poem or learn more about Poems for 
Peace, please visit www.poemsforpe .  You 

ectly at:  
lauri@poemsforpeace.org
may also contact Lauri dir

 

Periodically the Dalai Lama Foundation features an
organization whose mission is aligned with ours

 
.  

This month’s organization is Poems for Peace. 

http://www.dalailamafoundation.org/
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Peace through Art: The Missing Peace 
Project in New Delhi  

The Missing Peace: Artists Consider the Dalai 
Lama, a joint effort between the Committee 
of 100 for Tibet and The Dalai Lama Founda-
tion, explores the interpretation of art as a 
vehicle for peace. The project’s aim is to 
spread the Dalai Lama's message of peace 
and the principles he embodies through the 
work of artists. 
 
Darlene Markovich, co-founder and member 
of the executive committee, accompanied by 
other board members, including Rebekah Al-
perin, project director for The Missing Peace: 
The Dalai Lama Music Project, Los Angeles, 
took the project’s message to India in May. 
They attended an event at New Delhi’s fa-
mous astronomical observatory, Jantar Man-
tar, to demonstrate support for Tibet and to 
commemorate the nonviolent spirit of the Ti-
betan movement. The Missing Peace mem-
bers expressed their sympathy for the Ti-
betan people and offered their full allegiance 
to the struggle for freedom. 
 
They urged the UN to look into the involun-
tary disappearance of the 11th Panchen 
Lama, Gendun Choekyi Nyima, who is now 19 
years old, and to hold China answerable for 
its actions. The Committee of the Rights of 
the Child, United Nations had sought permis-
sion to visit the boy in 1996, but was turned 
down by the Chinese government even after 
400 celebrities and associations, including 11 
Nobel Prize laureates, signed a petition re-
questing the visit.  
 
Former Kalon Tenzin Namgyal Tethong, from 
the Tibetan Government-in-Exile, briefly ad-
dressed the crowd, calling for unity in re-
sponse to the recent crisis and for the contin-
ued nonviolent struggle for liberation. The 
government’s deputy speaker, Dolma Gyari, 
spoke about the suffering of Tibetans under 

the authoritarian Chinese regime and the on-
going violence in the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion. Expressing helplessness at the inability 
to stop the violence, she urged all Tibetans to 
come together and continue the mass prayer 
for victims and their families. 
 
To close the event, members from the Delhi 
Chapter of the Tibetan Solidarity Committee 
presented the guests with traditional silk 
scarves. The peaceful demonstration at Jan-
tar Mantar continues and enters its second 
month, even as we see no respite in Tibet. 

 
Holiday Cards 

Once again the foundation is pleased to offer 
our Peace on Earth holiday cards.  These 
beautiful cards originally sent out as holiday 
greetings in 2003 were produced by Artists to 
Watch, led by husband and wife team Larry 
La Bonté and Kathryn T. Shaw. Don Farber 
was kind enough to allow us to use his beau-
tiful photograph of His Holiness for the card. 

You may purchase "Peace on Earth” holiday 
cards from the foundation. You receive a box 
of 10 cards, tax and shipping included, for 
$15. To purchase, visit the Foundation 
website. 

 
You can The Foundation by email at info@dalailamafoundation.org

Contact the Editor at neditor@dlfound.org

The Dalai Lama Foundation is on the web at 
www.dalailamafoundation.org

The Dalai Lama Foundation 
61 Renato Court #24 

Redwood City, CA  94061 
(650) 368-4435 
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